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OPINION |  LETTERS

The American Bar Association Responds on
‘Woke Law’
The ABA is steadfastly committed to eliminating bias and enhancing inclusion.

July 22, 2021 11:46 am ET

Regarding “Why the Lawyers Cartel Is Pushing for Woke Law Schools” (op-ed, July 16):
What John O. McGinnis describes as proposals of the American Bar Association are in fact
proposals of the Council of the ABA Section of Legal Education and Admissions to the Bar.
As the national accreditor of law schools, the council serves as an independent arm of the
ABA, as required by the U.S. Education Department. Final decisions on accreditation rest
with the council.

The council released the proposals Mr. McGinnis refers to for public comment, consistent
with council procedures, and received more than three dozen comments. If the council
follows past practices, a revised proposal will again be submitted for comment, and no final
proposal would be readied until next year at the earliest.

The ABA is steadfastly committed to eliminating bias and enhancing inclusion in the legal
profession and the justice system. The current legal education standards reflect those
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objectives. I am confident the council, as it reviews revisions to its diversity and inclusion
standards, will weigh all views and make decisions that are in the best interests of legal
education and its many stakeholders.

Patricia Lee Refo

President, American Bar Association

Phoenix

Mr. McGinnis’s article on woke law schools reminds me of an experience I had as chair of
admissions at a law school in the North. One year, our seven-person committee had a new
faculty member and two new student members, all speaking constantly of diversity. This did
not affect our decisions—there were no unqualified minority students accepted—until one
day, one applicant was a well-known local conservative. I’ll call him X.

X had excellent grades and a strong LSAT score, above our average, plus he did not need
financial aid. I recommended his admission. But our three “diversity” members disagreed
and invented all kinds of fanciful reasons why X should not be admitted. None held up to
scrutiny but they still would not admit they just did not like X’s politics.

Finally, as chair of the committee, I said that if X was not admitted, I would go back and
turn 10 files of accepted liberal activists into denials. I don’t know if I would have gotten
away with it, but I was ready to try. The threat worked and the three recalcitrant members
grudgingly agreed to admit X.
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At that point, I realized that diversity was a code word for having people of all skin colors—
and today, sexual orientations—sitting next to each other in class and mouthing the same
liberal platitudes. As Mr. McGinnis shows, this has only gotten worse in law schools today,
not better.

Em. Prof. Donald W. Large

Lewis & Clark Law School

Green Valley, Ariz.

I was with Mr. McGinnis until I got to the last sentence: “At least farmers don’t have
dogmas to impose.” Mr. McGinnis’s point is that both lawyers and milk producers try to
stifle competition—they’re controlled by cartels—but, unlike lawyers, farmers don’t try to
push a woke agenda. Really? Think of agrarian populism; the role of the Wallace family in
American agricultural history (Henry was a heartbeat away from the presidency); and the
continuing pressure on the national government to prop up agricultural prices. It is no
accident that the Democratic Party affiliate in Minnesota is the Democratic-Farmer-Labor
Party. There’s some dogma hidden in the fertilizer there, I believe.

Em. Prof. Erik M. Jensen

Case Western Reserve University

Cleveland
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